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During the last twenty years several suggestions have
been made for organizing the handloom industry on such lines
as to permit the different processes of manufacture to be car-
ried on on different scales of production. Mr. B. Papaiya
Chetty referring to the organization of the handloom industry,
in his evidence before the Indian Fiscal Commission, said: 'In
this connexion I should like to propose the establishment of a
"linked system" which is adopted for the handloom industry
in Switzerland. There a number of looms are linked to a
factory which does all the preliminary work of spinning, warp-
ing, and beaming and the weaver begins his work direct with
weaving. By this system the weaver saves a lot of time which
he used to spend upon the process uneconomically and is thus
able to produce more cloth than before.'13 Mr. D. M. Amal-
sad, Textile Expert to the Government of Madras, also had
the same thing in mind when he suggested to the Indian Tariff
Board on Cotton Textile Industry (1927) that the spinning
mills might with advantage distribute prepared warps to
handloom weavers.14 In his pamphlet, The Finance and
Structure of Industry, Dr. R. Balkrishna has also recommend-
ed 'the institution of a central organization where winding,
warping and sizing of yarn may be undertaken on a large
scale.'
A most comprehensive and vivid description of the cir-
cumstances, requirements and organization of the future
textile industry of the rural areas of India was given by Sir
Victor Sassoon, one of the foremost industrialists of Bombay,
in his inaugural speech at the All-India Textile Conference,
held at Bombay on March 9, 1944. Referring to the future of
the light power-loom in the light of the post-war electric
power development in India he said: 1 would draw attention
of keen youngmen to the policy that the central and provin-
cial governments have all been committed to, namely, the
provision of cheap electric power to villages and to rural in-
dustries. Equally there is a big possibility in this country
for the development of the manufacture of a light power-loom
13  Minutes of Evidence recorded by the Indian Fiscal Commission
(1923), Vol. m, p. 596.
14  Report of the Indian Tariff Board on Cotton Textile Industry
(1027), Vol. m, p. 105.